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and her palaces, and the partition of the Greek Empire
between the French and the Venetians. For sixty years
the Greeks groaned under the heavy Latin yoke, and
even after they succeeded in recovering their eapital,
a large portion of their country had remained in the
hands of various Western adventurers who, with few
exceptions, treated the native populations in such a
manner that the latter in most cases welcomed the Turk
as a deliverer.

The Ottoman cataclysm suspended for a moment
the hostilities without reconciling the hearts of the two
sects; and from the middle of the sixteenth century
Rome found her principal champion, and the most zealous
promoter of her schemes of domination, in France.
Religion, of course, was not the sole motive of French
action in the Levant. The bigotry of the French mon-
archs, strong as it was, obeyed the dictates of their
ambition. The conversion of the Greeks would not have
been of much use to them unless they could number the
converts among the tools of their power. Thus temporal
policy conspired with spiritual vanity: a new organization
de propaganda fide was formed at Rome, and Catholic
missionaries of all sorts were employed in the Ottoman
Empire at a prodigious cost to conquer souls for the Pope
and subjects for the King of France.

The main field of this activity was Palestine. To get
possession of the Holy Places was the pet object of the
Western apostles, and they pursued that object without
rest or remorse, in strict conformity to the maxim that
the end sanctifies the means. To the cunning and violence
of the Latins the Greeks opposed their own cunning and
violence; and the enmity on both sides broke out in
frequent riots, which proved a source of endless annoy-
ance, amusement and emolument to the Sultan and his